
REVERSE	POEMS		
	

1. Start	 the	 lesson	 by	 writing	 the	 word	 ”poems”	 on	 the	 board.	 Ask	

students:	“What	comes	to	your	mind	when	you	hear	or	see	this	word?”	

(Explain	them	the	difference	between	words:	poem/poetry/	lyrics)	

2. Ask	 your	 students	 to	 answer	 the	 following	 questions	 to	 start	 the	

discussion:	

Ø Do	you	like	the	poetry?	Why	yes/no?	

Ø Do	we	need	the	poetry?	Why	yes/no?	

Ø When	do	people	read	or	write	the	poetry?	

Ø Can	you	name	some	of	the	poets?		

Ø Do	you	have	your	favourite	poets	or	poems?	

3. Show	your	 students	 the	 first	poem.	Let	 them	read	 it.	After	 they	have	

done	that,	ask	them	the	following	questions:	

Ø What	is	the	poem	about?	

Ø Is	it	more	optimistic	or	pessimistic?	How	do	you	know	that?	

Ø Who	and	when	could	have	written	it?	Why	do	you	think	so?	

Ø Can	you	find	something	interesting	about	it?	

4. Then	 tell	 your	 students	 that	 there	 is	 some	 kind	 of	 a	 trick,	 secret,	

mystery	in	it.	Let	them	brainstorm.	

5. Write	the	word:	“reverse”	on	the	board.	Ask	them	do	they	know	what	

this	word	means.	

6. Tell	the	students	that	this	is	“A	Reverse	Poem”.	What	could	it	mean?	

7. Tell	your	students	 to	read	the	poem	from	the	bottom	to	 the	end,	 like	

upside	down.		

	

	

	



8. Ask	them	now:		

Ø What	has	changed	in	the	message	of	the	poem	now?	

9. Tell	the	students	shortly	about	the	“reverse	poems”:	
Poetry can often have a powerful message but that's doubly true of reverse poems. 

A reverse poem is a passage which can be read from top to bottom or bottom to top.  

The poem will often express opposite opinions depending on which way you read it so it 

can really make you think. 

	

10.	Show	your	students	the	second	poem.	Ask	them	to	read	it	both	ways.	

Ask	them	to	share	their	feelings	after	having	read	it	in	both	ways.	

11.	Tell	 your	 students	 that	 now	 they	 are	 going	 to	watch	 a	 video	with	 a	

reverse	poem	“My	Generation”.	Ask	them	to	brainstorm	what	it	might	

tell	about.	

12.	Show	them	the	video.		

Available	at:	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eQAWymwoJ8I	

13.Ask	your	students:	

Ø What	is	your	prediction	about	our	generation’s	development?	

Ø What	 are	 the	 things	 our	 generation	 does	 wrong?	 Can	 we	

change	anything?	

Follow	up:	

Discuss	 the	 vocabulary	 included	 in	 the	 poems.	 Work	 on	 it	 using	 the	

worksheets	with	the	vocabulary	tasks.	

	

	

	

	

	
	



I. Match	the	vocabulary	on	the	left	with	their	explanations	on	the	right	by	writing	the	
correct	number	next	to	the	explanation:	
1.	 generation	 	 a feeling that you like and respect yourself and that 

you deserve to be respected by other people	
	

2.	 to	refuse	 	 a feeling of happiness or pleasure because you 
have achieved something or got what you wanted	

	

3.	 permission	 	 feeling as if you have no energy and no interest in doing 
anything	

	

4.	 to	realize	 	 lack of success in achieving or doing something	
	

	

5.	 purpose	 	 continuing for ever, even after someone has died	
	

	

6.	 priority	 	 the effect or influence that an event, situation etc. has on 
someone or something	

	

7.	 pride	 	 deliberately does very cruel things to harm other people	
	

	

8.	 to	surrender	 	 to change something, such as a decision, judgment, or 
process so that it is the opposite of what it was before	

	

9.	 everlasting	 	 to think that something is true, although you are not certain	
	

	

10.	 impact	 	 all people of about the same age	
	

	

11.	 lukewarm	 	 strong feeling of trust or confidence in someone or something	
	

	

12.	 faith	 	 to make someone feel certain that something is true; 
to persuade someone to do something	

	

13.	 apathetic	 	 you are officially allowed to do it	
	

	

14.	 lethargic	 	 to give up something or someone, especially because you 
are forced to	

	

15.	 expectations	 	 a plan or aim	
	

	

16.	 to	presume	 	 the time when something or someone is best, greatest, 
highest, most successful etc.	

	

17.	 reverse	 	 to succeed in achieving something after trying for a long time	
	

	

18.	 to	convince	 	 the thing that you think is most important and that 
needs attention before anything else	

	

19.	 evil	 	 not interested in something, and not willing to make 
any effort to change or improve things	

	

20.	 satisfaction	 	 stupid and foolish 
	

	

21.	 to	attain	 	 the opinions and feelings that you usually have about 
something, especially when this is shown in your behaviour	

	

22.	 surroundings	 	 what you think or hope will happen 
	

	

23.	 attitude	 	 all humans considered as a group	
	

	

24.	 peak	 	 the objects, buildings, natural things etc. that are around a 
person or thing at a particular time	

	

25.	 mankind	 	 to deal with a situation or problem by behaving in a particular 
way and making particular decisions	

	

26.	 failure	 	 to say firmly that you will not do something that someone has 
asked you to do 

	

27.	 to	succeed	 	 not showing much interest or excitement	
	

	

28.	 dumb	 	 to do well in your job, especially because you have worked 
hard at it for a long time 

	

29.	 to	handle	 	 to know and understand something, or suddenly begin to 
understand it	

	



II. Match	the	vocabulary	on	the	left	with	their	synonyms	on	the	right:	

1.	 to	surrender	 	 indifferent	 A	

2.	 pride	 	 opposite	 B	

3.	 presume	 	 infinite	 C	

4.	 to	refuse	 	 belief	 D	

5.	 surroundings	 	 to	understand	 E	

6.	 lethargic	 	 to	deal	with	 F	

7.	 to	attain	 	 preference	 G	

8.	 attitude	 	 assume	 H	

9.	 reverse	 	 to	give	up	 I	

10.	 permission	 	 content	 J	

11.	 impact	 	 self-esteem	 K	

12.	 faith	 	 effect	 L	

13.	 purpose	 	 to	reject	 M	

14.	 expectation	 	 humanity	 N	

15.	 priority	 	 mindset	 O	

16.	 convince	 	 persuade	 P	

17.	 generation	 	 lazy	 R	

18.	 failure	 	 anticipation	 S	

19.	 to	realize	 	 approval	 T	

20.	 everlasting	 	 environment	 U	

21.	 lukewarm	 	 aim	 V	

22.	 peak	 	 loss	 Z	

23.	 to	handle	 	 age	group	 X	

24.	 mankind	 	 to	accomplish	 Y	

25.	 satisfaction	 	 top	 Q	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



III. Fill	in	the	sentences	with	the	most	suitable	word	from	the	box.	Make	any	necessary	

changes.	There	are	more	words	given	than	necessary:	

generation										to	handle										to	succeed										peak										attain										to	convince											to	presume										

expectations										lukewarm										everlasting										to	surrender									pride							purpose										to	realize										

permission											to	refuse	

	

1. From	the	way	he	talked,	I	_______________	him	to	be	your	boss.	

2. Delays	in	implementation	deadlines	have,	however,	produced	a	_______________	

response	from	campaigners.	

3. After	a	year	she	had	________________	her	ideal	weight.	

4. She	felt	a	glow	of	________________	when	her	name	was	announced	for	the	prize.	

5. Traditionally,	weddings	signify	_______________	fidelity	and	love.	

6. Scientists	claim	they	have	_______________	in	finding	a	cure	for	cancer.	

7. I	absolutely	_________________	to	take	part	in	anything	illegal.	

8. The	British	Empire	was	at	its	peak	in	the	mid	19th	century.	

9. Baker	 had	 to	 _______________	 jurors	 that	 his	 client	 had	 been	 nowhere	 near	 the	 scene	 of	 the	

murder.	

10. The	terrorists	were	given	ten	minutes	to	________________.	

11. Most	customers	were	satisfied	with	the	way	their	complaints	were	________________.	

12. It	took	us	a	while	to	________________	the	extent	of	the	tragedy.	

	

IV. Match	the	vocabulary	from	the	sentences	above	to	their	synonyms	on	the	right:	

	

1.	 to	signify	 	 loyalty	 A	

2.	 fidelity	 	 to	participate	 B	

3.	 delay	 	 due	date	 C	

4.	 implementation	 	 to	declare	 D	

5.	 response	 	 postponement	 E	

6.	 deadline	 	 remedy	 F	

7.	 to	announce	 	 application	 G	

8.	 to	claim	 	 to	indicate	 H	

9.	 cure	 	 to	allege	 I	

10.	 to	take	part	in	 	 answer	 K	

	

	
	



-1-	
Today was the absolute worst day ever 

And don't try to convince me that 

There's something good in every day 

Because, when you take a closer look, 

This world is a pretty evil place. 

Even if 

Some goodness does shine through once in a while 

Satisfaction and happiness don't last. 

And it's not true that 

It's all in the mind and heart 

Because 

True happiness can be attained 

Only if one's surroundings are good 

It's not true that good exists 

I'm sure you can agree that 

The reality 

Creates 

My attitude 

It's all beyond my control 

And you'll never in a million years hear me say 

Today was a very good day 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



-2-	
 

Our generation will be known for nothing. 

Never will anybody say, 

We were the peak of mankind. 

That is wrong, the truth is 

Our generation was a failure. 

Thinking that 

We actually succeeded 

Is a waste. And we know 

Living only for money and power 

Is the way to go. 

Being loving, respectful, and kind 
 

 

Is a dumb thing to do. 

Forgetting about that time, 

Will not be easy, but we will try. 

Changing our world for the better 

Is something we never did. 

Giving up 

Was how we handled our problems. 

Working hard 

Was a joke. 

We knew that 

People thought we couldn't come back 

That might be true, 

Unless we turn things around 
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